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September 16, 2024  
Regular Meeting  
7:30 PM  

Cleveland Heights City Hall 
Council Chambers 

40 Severance Cir 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio  

 
 

AGENDA - CLEVELAND HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
   
1) Meeting called to order by Council President  
   
2) Roll Call of Council Members  
   
3) Excuse absent members  
   
4) Amendments to the Agenda (if necessary)  
   
5) Approval of minutes from previous meeting(s)  
   
 a. May 20, 2024 
   
 b. September 9, 2024 
   
6) Communications from the Mayor  
   
7) City Administrator's Report  
   
8) Departmental Report(s)  
   
9) Report of the Clerk of Council  
   
 a. Notify council that an application has been received from the Ohio Division of 

Liquor Control for a new D5 permit for Wizbang Theatre LLC located at 2134 
Lee Rd. 

   
10) Public Comment - Legislative Agenda Items only 

(Note: Persons wishing to speak must register in advance. A 3-minute time limit 
applies. If there are more than 15 speakers, the time will be automatically reduced 
to 2-minutes. Council President reserves the right to reduce the time limit based 
on the volume of business on the agenda). 

   
11) Public Comment - General 

(Note: Persons wishing to speak must register in advance. A 3-minute time limit 
applies. If there are more than 15 speakers, the time will be automatically reduced 
to 2-minutes. Council President reserves the right to reduce the time limit based 
on the volume of business on the agenda). 
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12) LEGISLATION 

Note: The title for each piece of legislation contains a parenthetical reference to 
the Council Committee within which the subject matter of the legislation falls. 
Council Committees are abbreviated as follows: (AS)-Administrative Services; 
(COTW)-Committee of the Whole; (CRR)-Community Relations and Recreation; 
(F)-Finance; (HB)-Housing and Building; (MSES)-Municipal Services and 
Environmental Sustainability; (PD)-Planning and Development; (PSH)-Public 
Safety and Health. See Resolution 97-2022 for a list of Council Committee 
subject matter areas.  

  
   
 a. First Readings – Consideration of Adoption Requested 
   
 RESOLUTION NO. 176-2024(PD): First Reading.  A Resolution authorizing 

the Mayor to submit a joint application with the City of East Cleveland to the 
Northeast Ohio Area Wide Coordinating Agency (“NOACA”) for a grant under 
the Transportation for Livable Communities Initiative (“TLCI”) Implementation 
Grant Program to fund Phase 2 of the Taylor Road Corridor Road 
Reconfiguration and to accept and enter into any agreements related to the 
Grant Program; and declaring the necessity that this legislation become 
immediately effective as an emergency measure. 
 
Introduced by Mayor Seren 
Move for Adoption 

   
 RESOLUTION NO. 177-2024(PSH): First Reading.  A Resolution 

authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with American Builders and 
Applicators, LLC, a certified lead abatement contractor, for the use of Lead 
Safe Cuyahoga (LSC) Grant funds in connection with the abatement of lead-
based paint hazards at 989 Oxford Road, a 12-unit apartment building; 
providing compensation therefor; and declaring the necessity that this 
legislation become immediately effective as an emergency measure. 
 
Introduced by Mayor Seren 
Move for Adoption 

   
 RESOLUTION NO. 178-2024(PSH): First Reading.  A Resolution 

authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with Omega Brother, LLC, 
a certified lead abatement contractor, for the use of Lead Safe Cuyahoga 
(LSC) Grant funds in connection with the abatement of lead-based paint 
hazards at 1681 and 1683 Lee Road, a 2-unit house; providing compensation 
therefor; and declaring the necessity that this legislation become immediately 
effective as an emergency measure. 
 
Introduced by Mayor Seren 
Move for Adoption 
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 RESOLUTION NO. 179-2024(PSH): First Reading.  A Resolution 
authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with American Builders and 
Applicators, LLC, a certified lead abatement contractor, for the use of Lead 
Safe Cuyahoga (LSC) Grant funds in connection with the abatement of lead-
based paint hazards at 2201 North Taylor Road, a 6-unit mixed-use building; 
providing compensation therefor; and declaring the necessity that this 
legislation become immediately effective as an emergency measure. 
 
Introduced by Mayor Seren 
Move for Adoption 

   
 RESOLUTION NO. 180-2024(PSH): First Reading.  A Resolution 

authorizing the Mayor to enter into an amendment to an agreement with the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Health that funds lead remediation work on 
residential properties for the purpose of extending the term of said agreement; 
and declaring the necessity that this legislation become immediately effective 
as an emergency measure. 
 
Introduced by Mayor Seren 
Move for Adoption 

   
 RESOLUTION NO. 181-2024(COTW): First Reading.  A Resolution 

encouraging Heights Libraries to work toward a solution that transfers 
ownership of the P.E.A.C.E Campus Building at 2843 Washington Blvd, 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 to Coventry PEACE, Inc; and declaring the 
necessity that this legislation become immediately effective as an emergency 
measure. 
 
Introduced by President Cuda, Vice President Russell, Councilmember Cobb, 
Councilmember Petras, Councilmember Mattox, Councilmember Larson, and 
Councilmember Posch 
Move for Adoption 

   
 RESOLUTION 182-2024(COTW): First Reading. HA Resolution providing 

for a contribution of up to Four Thousand Dollars in support of the 2024 
Cleveland Heights Happy 5K, 10K, and Fun Run; and declaring the necessity 
that this legislation become immediately effective as an emergency measure. 
 
Introduced by President Cuda, Vice President Russell, Councilmember Cobb, 
Councilmember Mattox, Councilmember Larson, Councilmember Petras, and 
Councilmember Posch 
Move for Adoption 

   
 b. First Readings Only 
   
 ORDINANCE NO. 183-2024(COTW): First Reading.  An Ordinance 

authorizing and directing the Mayor to execute an engagement letter with the 
law firm Singerman, Mills, Desberg & Kauntz to provide legal counsel for 
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Councilmember James Posch; and declaring the necessity that this legislation 
become immediately effective as an emergency measure. 
 
Introduced by Councilmember Posch 

   
 c. Consent Agenda 
   
 RESOLUTION NO. 184-2024(CRR): First Reading. A Resolution 

recognizing October, 2024 as National Breast Cancer Awareness Month; 
October 13, 2024 as Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness Day; and October 
18, 2024, as National Mammography Day; and declaring the necessity that 
this legislation become immediately effective as an emergency measure. 
 
Introduced by Mayor Seren 

   
 RESOLUTION NO. 185-2024(CRR): First Reading. A Resolution 

recognizing October 2024 as Domestic Violence Awareness Month; and 
declaring the necessity that this legislation become immediately effective as 
an emergency measure. 
 
Introduced by Mayor Seren 

   
 RESOLUTION NO. 186-2024(CRR): First Reading. A Resolution 

recognizing October 11, 2024 as National Coming Out Day; and declaring the 
necessity that this legislation become immediately effective as an emergency 
measure. 
 
Introduced by President Cuda, Vice President Russell, Councilmember Cobb, 
Councilmember Mattox, Councilmember Larson, Councilmember Petras, and 
Councilmember Posch 
 
Move to Suspend Rules 
Move for Adoption 

   
13) Committee Reports  
   
14) Old Business  
   
15) New Business  
   
16) Council Member Comments 

(Note: Council comments should directly relate to the business of the City of 
Cleveland Heights, rather than personal reflection or commentary. A maximum 
3-minute time limit applies, but the Council President may reduce time limit based 
on the volume of business on the agenda, the time of evening, or other similar 
factors.) 

   
17) Council President’s Report  
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18) Adjournment  
 
NEXT MEETING OF COUNCIL: OCTOBER 7, 2024 
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May 20, 2024
Regular Meeting 
7:30 PM

Cleveland Heights City Hall
Council Chambers 

40 Severance Cir 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio

1
2
3 MEETING MINUTES

4 • Meeting called to order by Council President
5 Start: 7:30 pm.
6
7 Motion to appoint Craig Cobb as acting Clerk: Anthony Mattox Jr.
8 Seconded: Jim Petras
9

10 Yes: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Davida Russell, 
11 Jim Petras, Jim Posch
12 No: None
13 MOTION PASSED

14 • Roll Call of Council Members
15 Present: Tony Cuda, Davida Russell, Craig Cobb, Gail Larson, Jim Petras, 
16 Anthony Mattox Jr., Jim Posch
17 Excused: None
18 Absent: None

19 • Excuse absent members
20
21 • Amendments to the Agenda (if necessary)
22 Motion to add RES 090-2024 to First Readings Only: Jim Petras
23 Seconded: Gail Larson
24
25 Yes: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Davida Russell, 
26 Jim Petras, Jim Posch
27 No: None
28 MOTION PASSED
29
30 Motion to add the ceremonial swearing-in of Jim Posch to the agenda: Jim 
31 Petras
32 Seconded: Gail Larson
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1 Yes: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Davida Russell, 
2 Jim Petras, Jim Posch
3 No: None
4 MOTION PASSED

5 • Approval of minutes from previous meeting(s)
6
7 a. April 15, 2024
8 APPROVED

9 b. April 25, 2024
10 APPROVED

11 • Ceremonial Swearing In
12 • Jim Posch was sworn in by Law Director, Bill Hanna

13 • Communications from the Mayor
14
15 • Notified Council that sealed bids were received on May 3rd for project #24- 
16 02 -- "2024 Road Program" -- and Ronyak Paving's Bid of $1,349,588.55 
17 has been found to be the lowest and best responsible bid.
18 • Notified Council that sealed bids were received on May 17th for project 
19 #24-11 -- "2024 Compton Pocket Park" -- and Protect-A-Cote's Bid of
20 $113,636.67 has been found to be the lowest and best responsible bid
21 • Announced that Eric Elmi is the new Chief Building Official for Cleveland 
22 Heights
23
24 • City Administrator's Report
25
26 • Is prepared to give written report to Council around 6/27 and 12/16
27
28 • Departmental Report(s)
29 Public Works: Explained how the road program works and how they chose 
30 which roads will be completed each year. Also explained the many sewer 
31 projects that are happening throughout the city, and gave some details on 
32 traffic studies that will be happening this year. 
33
34
35 • Public Comment - Legislative Agenda Items only
36 (Note: Persons wishing to speak must register in advance. A 3-minute time limit 
37 applies. Council President reserves the right to reduce the time limit based on the 
38 volume of business on the agenda).
39
40
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1
Name Citizen/Board 

Member/Other
Topic(s)

Mike Edwards Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

Dale Richardson Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

Ruth Demilia Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

Jimmie Hicks Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

Leslie Braidech Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

Sharon Sanders Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

Carolyn Redinger Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

Melody Joy Hart Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project and DORA on 
Cedar-Lee

CJ Nash Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

Maya Evans Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

Charles Jones Jr. Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

Felicia Ross Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

Anthony Herrington Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

Brittany Macky Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

Tonya Palmer Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

Vonetta Lovelace Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

Patrick Freed Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

Dianne Hallum Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

Theresa Lockridge Citizen TWG/Nobility Court 
Project

2
3 • Public Comment - General
4 (Note: Persons wishing to speak must register in advance. A 3-minute time limit 
5 applies. Council President reserves the right to reduce the time limit based on the 
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1 volume of business on the agenda).
2

Name Citizen/Board 
Member/Other

Topic(s)

Bob Ferguson Citizen Grass cutting at 3663 
Mt. Laurel Rd. and 
infestation of racoons 
at that address

Leslie Williams Citizen General disrepair of 
Noble neighborhood 
and a lack of safety in 
the neighborhood

Patricia Brooks Citizen Blanche Rd. extension 
and vacant lots

Lawrence Bradley Citizen Blanche Rd. extension 
and vacant lots

3
4
5 • LEGISLATION
6 Note: The title for each piece of legislation contains a parenthetical reference to 
7 the Council Committee within which the subject matter of the legislation falls. 
8 Council Committees are abbreviated as follows: (AS)-Administrative Services; 
9 (COTW)-Committee of the Whole; (CRR)-Community Relations and Recreation; 

10 (F)-Finance; (HB)-Housing and Building; (MSES)-Municipal Services and 
11 Environmental Sustainability; (PD)-Planning and Development; (PSH)-Public 
12 Safety and Health. See Resolution 97-2022 for a list of Council Committee 
13 subject matter areas.
14
15
16 a. First Readings – Consideration of Adoption Requested
17
18 RESOLUTION NO. 083-2024(PSH): First Reading. A Resolution authorizing 
19 the Mayor to execute an agreement with the Cities of Shaker Heights, 
20 Richmond Heights, South Euclid and University Heights to establish and 
21 participate in a mental health crisis assistance program to be entitled the First 
22 CALL (for Crisis Assistance and Local Link) Program; and declaring the 
23 necessity that this legislation become immediately effective as an emergency 
24 measure.
25
26 Introduced by Mayor Seren
27 Motion to adopt: Anthony Mattox Jr.
28 Seconded: Davida Russell
29
30 Discussion: Councilmember Larson thanked the Mayor for taking part in this 
31 important program
32
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1 Yes: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Davida 
2 Russell, Jim Petras, Jim Posch
3 No: None
4 LEGISLATION PASSED

5 ORDINANCE NO. 084-2024(F): First Reading. A Resolution declaring the 
6 necessity of assessing a portion of the expense of street lighting; and 
7 declaring an emergency.
8
9 Introduced by Mayor Seren

10 Motion to adopt: Craig Cobb
11 Seconded: Gail Larson
12
13 Yes: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Davida 
14 Russell, Jim Petras, Jim Posch
15 No: None
16 LEGISLATION PASSED

17

18 ORDINANCE NO. 085-2024(F): First Reading. A Resolution declaring the 
19 necessity of assessing a portion of the expense of improving streets and 
20 parkways, including grading, draining, curbing, paving, repaving, repairing, 
21 sweeping, or cleaning thereof, removing snow therefrom, and planting, 
22 maintaining, and removing shade trees thereon; and declaring an 
23 emergency.
24
25 Introduced by Mayor Seren
26 Motion to adopt: Anthony Mattox Jr.
27 Seconded: Gail Larson
28
29 Yes: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Davida 
30 Russell, Jim Petras, Jim Posch
31 No: None
32 LEGISLATION PASSED

33 b. First Readings Only
34
35 RESOLUTION NO. 086-2024(COTW), First Reading. A Resolution 
36 establishing July 2024 as a month of recess for City Council and canceling 
37 the July 1, 2024, and July 15, 2024 regular council meetings of the City 
38 Council of the City of Cleveland Heights, Ohio; and declaring the necessity 
39 that this legislation become immediately effective as an emergency measure.
40
41 Introduced by President Cuda and Vice President Russell
42 READ INTO THE RECORD
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1 ORDINANCE NO. 087-2024(PD): First Reading. An Ordinance amending 
2 Chapter 711, “Medical Marijuana,” of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 
3 Cleveland Heights, Ohio to provide for the licensing of adult-use marijuana 
4 businesses within the City in addition to medical marijuana businesses.
5
6 Introduced by Mayor Seren
7 READ INTO THE RECORD

8 RESOLUTION NO. 090-2024(AS): First Reading. An Ordinance amending 
9 Section 111.10 of Chapter 111 of Title Three of the Administrative Code of 

10 the Codified Ordinances of the City of Cleveland Heights.
11
12 Introduced by Councilmember Petras
13 READ INTO THE RECORD

14 c. Second Readings
15
16 ORDINANCE NO. 070-2024(CRR): Second Reading. An Ordinance 
17 authorizing and approving the presentation of entertainment programs in Cain 
18 Park for the year 2024; and declaring the necessity that this legislation 
19 become immediately effective as an emergency measure.
20
21 Introduced by Mayor Seren 
22 Motion to adopt: Craig Cobb
23 Seconded: Gail Larson
24
25 Yes: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Davida 
26 Russell, Jim Petras, Jim Posch
27 No: None
28 LEGISLATION PASSED

29 ORDINANCE NO. 077-2024(CRR): Second Reading. An Ordinance 
30 approving the application filed by the Mayor and authorizing the establishment 
31 of a Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area (“DORA”).
32
33 Introduced by President Cuda and Vice President Russell
34 Community Relations and Recreation Committee - Public Hearing on 
35 the "DORA" legislation on Tuesday, May 28th at 6 pm in Council 
36 Chambers
37 ORDINANCE NO. 078-2024(MSES): Second Reading. An Ordinance 
38 authorizing the Mayor to take all actions necessary to apply for and accept 
39 one or more Northeast Ohio Public Energy Council 2024 Energized 
40 Community Grants; and declaring the necessity that this legislation become 
41 immediately effective as an emergency measure.
42
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1 Introduced by Mayor Seren
2 Motion to adopt: Gail Larson
3 Seconded: Anthony Mattox Jr.
4
5 Yes: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Davida 
6 Russell, Jim Petras, Jim Posch
7 No: None
8 LEGISLATION PASSED

9 ORDINANCE NO. 079-2024(PD): Second Reading. An Ordinance 
10 authorizing the Mayor to execute a third amendment to an agreement for the 
11 sale of certain real property located at 2228 Noble Road (primary address) 
12 consisting of several contiguous parcels; and declaring the necessity that this 
13 legislation become immediately effective as an emergency measure.
14
15 Introduced by Mayor Seren 
16 Motion to adopt: Anthony Mattox Jr.
17 Seconded: Gail Larson
18
19 Yes: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Davida 
20 Russell, Jim Petras, Jim Posch
21 No: None
22 LEGISLATION PASSED

23 ORDINANCE NO. 080-2024(PD): Second Reading. An Ordinance 
24 authorizing the Mayor to enter into a Development Agreement with TWG 
25 Development, LLC for the construction of a residential development at 2228 
26 Noble Road (several parcels); and declaring the necessity that this legislation 
27 become immediately effective as an emergency measure.
28
29 Introduced by Mayor Seren 
30 Motion to adopt: Anthony Mattox Jr.
31 Seconded: Gail Larson
32
33 Discussion: Councilmembers gave their opinions and reasonings behind their 
34 votes. Councilmembers Mattox, Larson and Posch and President Cuda 
35 indicated that they will be voting yes on this project. Vice President Russell 
36 expressed that she will not be voting no on this development project.
37
38 Yes: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Jim Petras, 
39 Jim Posch 
40 No: Davida Russell
41 LEGISLATION PASSED

42 RESOLUTION NO. 082-2024(COTW): Second Reading. A Resolution 
43 establishing supplemental processes and procedures for City Council 
44 development of legislation.
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1
2 Introduced by President Cuda

3 d. Consent Agenda
4 Motion to suspend rules: Gail Larson
5 Seconded: Craig Cobb
6
7 Yes: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Davida 
8 Russell, Jim Petras, Jim Posch
9 No: None

10 MOTION PASSED
11
12 Motion to adopt: Gail Larson
13 Seconded: Craig Cobb
14
15 Yes: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Davida 
16 Russell, Jim Petras, Jim Posch
17 No: None
18 LEGISLATION PASSED
19

20 RESOLUTION NO. 088-2024(CRR): First Reading. A Resolution declaring 
21 June 2024 to be LGBTQ+ Pride Month; and declaring the necessity that this 
22 legislation become immediately effective as an emergency measure.
23
24 Introduced by Mayor Seren
25 Legislation passed on consent agenda
26
27 RESOLUTION NO. 089-2024(CRR): First Reading. A Resolution 
28 proclaiming June 7, 2024 to be National Gun Violence Awareness Day in the 
29 City of Cleveland Heights; and declaring the necessity that this legislation 
30 become immediately effective as an emergency measure.
31
32 Introduced by President Cuda, Vice President Russell, Councilmember Cobb, 
33 Councilmember Mattox, Councilmember Larson, Councilmember Petras, and 
34 Councilmember Posch
35
36 Legislation passed on consent agenda
37
38 Committee Reports 
39
40 HB: Update from the meeting on May 14th. Regular meetings are at 5pm on the 
41 second meetings of each month, meaning the next meeting will be June 11th.
42
43 MSES: Update from the meeting early in the day.
44
45 PD: There will be a public hearing for the dog park on May 29th at 6pm. There will be 
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1 a landlord tenant series with legal aid on June 29th from 10am-1:30pm

2 • Old Business
3 None

4 • New Business
5 None

6 • Council Member Comments
7 (Note: Council comments should directly relate to the business of the City of 
8 Cleveland Heights, rather than personal reflection or commentary. A maximum 
9 3-minute time limit applies, but the Council President may reduce time limit based 

10 on the volume of business on the agenda, the time of evening, or other similar 
11 factors.)
12 Petras: The City is hosting a Memorial Day ceremony at Cumberland Parks 
13 Veterans Memorial at 10am. There will be an update on the Lower Shaker Lake 
14 Dam reconstruction at 11am and 5pm at the nature center on May 21. The 
15 Charter review commission is hosting a public meeting ta 6pm tomorrow at the 
16 Lee Rd library. 

17 Cobb: There is a vacancy on the Landmark Commission so if you are interested, 
18 please submit an application on the City’s website.

19 • Council President’s Report
20 a. Committee Assignments - Councilmember Posch (Chair of Public Safety and 
21 Health Committee, Vice Chair of Municipal Services and Environmental 
22 Sustainability Committee, and member of Finance Committee)
23 b. He has gotten a lot of emails from the tenants at the Coventry Peace Campus 
24 building regarding their pending lease expirations.
25
26
27 • Adjournment
28 End: 9:45 pm
29
30 NEXT MEETING OF COUNCIL: JUNE 3, 2024
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September 9, 2024 
Regular Meeting 
5:00 PM

Cleveland Heights City Hall
Council Chambers 

40 Severance Cir 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio

1
2
3 MEETING MINUTES

4 1) Meeting called to order by Council President
5 Start: 5:00 PM

6 2) Roll Call of Council Members
7 Present: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Jim Petras, 
8 Jim Posch
9 Excused: Davida Russell

10
11 Also present: Director Hanna, Clerk Balester

12 3) Excuse absent members
13 Davida Russell excused

14 4) LEGISLATION
15 Note: The title for each piece of legislation contains a parenthetical reference to 
16 the Council Committee within which the subject matter of the legislation falls. 
17 Council Committees are abbreviated as follows: (AS)-Administrative Services; 
18 (COTW)-Committee of the Whole; (CRR)-Community Relations and Recreation; 
19 (F)-Finance; (HB)-Housing and Building; (MSES)-Municipal Services and 
20 Environmental Sustainability; (PD)-Planning and Development; (PSH)-Public 
21 Safety and Health. See Resolution 97-2022 for a list of Council Committee 
22 subject matter areas.
23
24 a. First Readings – Consideration of Adoption Requested
25
26 RESOLUTION NO. 173-2024(F): First Reading. A Resolution approving the 
27 report of the Assessment Equalization Board appointed to hear objections to 
28 the estimated assessments for the public services plan for the Cedar Lee 
29 Special Improvement District, Inc. (“Cedar Lee SID”); and declaring the
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1 necessity that this legislation become immediately effective as an emergency 
2 measure.
3
4 Introduced by Mayor Seren 
5 Motion to adopt: Anthony Mattox Jr.
6 Seconded: Craig Cobb
7
8 Yes: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Jim Petras, 
9 Jim Posch

10 No: None
11 LEGISLATION PASSED

12 ORDINANCE NO. 174-2024(F): First Reading. An Ordinance determining to 
13 proceed with the implementation through assessment of the cost of a public 
14 services plan for the Cedar Lee Special Improvement District, Inc (“Cedar Lee 
15 SID”); levying assessments for said purpose; and declaring the necessity that 
16 this legislation become immediately effective as an emergency measure.
17
18 Introduced by Mayor Seren
19 Motion to adopt: Anthony Mattox Jr.
20 Seconded: Gail Larson
21
22 Yes: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Jim Petras, 
23 Jim Posch
24 No: None
25 LEGISLATION PASSED

26 RESOLUTION NO. 175-2024(PD): First Reading. Resolution authorizing the 
27 Mayor to apply for grant funding under the Cuyahoga County Department of 
28 Development’s Community Development Supplemental Grant program to 
29 install benches in public parks, streetscapes and spaces throughout 
30 Cleveland Heights; and declaring the necessity that this legislation become 
31 immediately effective as an emergency measure.
32
33 Introduced by Mayor Seren
34 Motion to adopt: Anthony Mattox Jr.
35 Seconded: Craig Cobb
36
37 Motion to amend by substitution: Anthony Mattox Jr.
38 Seconded: Craig Cobb
39
40 Yes: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Jim Petras,
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1 Jim Posch
2 No: None
3 MOTION PASSED
4
5 Yes: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Jim Petras, 
6 Jim Posch
7 No: None
8 LEGISLATION PASSED

9 b. Second Readings
10
11 ORDINANCE NO. 167-2024(AS): Second Reading. An Ordinance 
12 amending Section 111.23, “Publication of Ordinances and Resolutions,” of the 
13 Codified Ordinances of the City of Cleveland Heights, OH.
14
15 Introduced by Councilmember Cobb
16 Motion to adopt: Anthony Mattox Jr.
17 Seconded: Gail Larson
18
19 Yes: Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Jim Petras, 
20 Jim Posch
21 No: None
22 LEGISLATION PASSED

23 5) Discussion of Council's 2025 Expense Budget
24
25 a. Draft Expense Budget
26 Council discussed its 2025 expense budget; a draft will be 
27 submitted to Interim Director Schuster

28 6) Adjournment
29 5:34 PM
30
31 NEXT MEETING OF COUNCIL: SEPTEMBER 16, 2024
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Date:  September 5, 2024

To:  City Council

From:  Eric Zamft, Director of Planning & Development

Subject:  Northeast Ohio Area Wide Coordinating Agency (“NOACA”) Transportation for 
Livable Communities Initiative (“TLCI”) Implementation Grant Program 

Purpose Statement: 
To authorize the Mayor to submit the joint application. For the Cities of Cleveland Heights, 
University Heights, & East Cleveland who have been working collaboratively to address 
shared challenges to transportation, access, and mobility within the region. Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights applied for and received a Transportation for Livable 
Communities Initiative (“TLCI”) Implementation Program grant from the Northeast Ohio 
Areawide Coordinating Agency (“NOACA”) in 2024 for Phase 1 of the Taylor Road 
Corridor Road Reconfiguration. Cleveland Heights and East Cleveland wish to submit a 
joint application for funding Phase 2 of the project, with Cleveland Heights as the Project 
Sponsor & lead applicant. Applications are due on October 9, 2024.

Is this legislation recurring:  Yes:  No:    X

Is emergency language necessary:  Yes: X No: 

If yes, why? The application is due on October 9, 2024

Is passage on first reading necessary:  Yes: X No:  

If yes, why? The application is due on October 9, 2024

If funding is required, is it already budgeted for?  Yes:      NA   No: NA

If not already budgeted for, where will funding come from? 
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Proposed: 09/16/2024

RESOLUTION NO. 176-2024(PD), First 
Reading

By Mayor Seren

A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to submit a joint application with the City of 
East Cleveland to the Northeast Ohio Area Wide Coordinating Agency (“NOACA”) for a 
grant under the Transportation for Livable Communities Initiative (“TLCI”) Implementation 
Grant Program to fund Phase 2 of the Taylor Road Corridor Road Reconfiguration and to 
accept and enter into any agreements related to the Grant Program; and declaring the 
necessity that this legislation become immediately effective as an emergency measure.

WHEREAS, the Cities of University Heights, Cleveland Heights and East 
Cleveland (the “Cities”) recognize the shared challenges to transportation, access, and 
mobility within the region; and

WHEREAS, the Cities have determined to work collaboratively to meet those 
challenges through shared planning; and

WHEREAS, the Cities worked with NOACA on a TLCI grant in 2018 and 2019 to 
prepare the Taylor Road Corridor Study; and

WHEREAS, the Cities of Cleveland Heights and University Heights submitted and 
were awarded a TLCI implementation grant in 2024 to implement the components of the 
Taylor Road Corridor Study along South Taylor Road, from Euclid Heights Boulevard to 
Cedarbrook Road; and

WHEREAS, the Cities of Cleveland Heights and East Cleveland have determined 
to work collaboratively to implement recommendations of the Taylor Road Corridor Study 
along South and North Taylor Roads within their communities; and

WHEREAS, the Cities of Cleveland Heights and East Cleveland further have 
determined to supplement the Taylor Road Corridor Study’s recommendations with newer 
best practices; and

WHEREAS, the Cities of Cleveland Heights and East Cleveland propose the 
Taylor Road Corridor Reconfigurations Phase 2, which would consist of road diet, 
buffered bicycle lanes, and new paint (the “Project”); and

WHEREAS, the TLCI Implementation Program provides federal funds for projects 
that integrate transportation and land use planning, increase transportation options, 
promote livability, and advance the goals of NOACA’s Strategic Plan for northeast Ohio; 
and 
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WHEREAS, the TLCI Implementation Program is paid on a reimbursement basis, 
requiring the applicant to first expend funds (if matched) and then request reimbursement 
from NOACA; and

WHEREAS, the Cities of Cleveland Heights and East Cleveland have determined 
that the City of Cleveland Heights would act as the Project Sponsor and, therefore, would 
be designated as the recipient; and

WHEREAS, the City of Cleveland Heights agrees to abide by all federal 
requirements as a recipient of federal transportation funds, including Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 and the Americans with Disabilities Act, and including all applicable 
federal procurement requirements; and

WHEREAS, the City of Cleveland Heights, as Project Sponsor, agrees to be 
responsible for managing any and all sub-contracting agencies, organizations, or 
consultants; and

WHERAS, the City of Cleveland Heights, as Project Sponsor, agrees to complete 
the agreed upon scope of services or will forfeit current and future TLCI awards; and

WHEREAS, the City of Cleveland Heights, as Project Sponsor, is authorized to 
execute a contract with the Ohio Department of Transportation (“ODOT”) and NOACA if 
selected for the TLCI Program.

WHEREAS, this Council has determined that it would be in the best interest of the

City and its residents to submit the proposed joint application. 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Cleveland Heights, Ohio, that:

SECTION 1. The Mayor be, and is hereby, authorized to submit a joint application 
on behalf of the City of Cleveland Heights, with the City of East Cleveland, to the 
Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency, with the City of Cleveland Heights acting 
as the Project Sponsor and designated recipient of USDOT funds, for the TLCI 
Implementation Program.

SECTION 2. The Mayor be, and he is hereby, authorized to accept and sign all 
documents for and enter into any agreements with the NOACA for such TLCI 
Implementation Grant funding.

SECTION 3. Notice of the passage of this Resolution shall be given by publishing 
the title and abstract of its contents, prepared by the Director of Law, once in one 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Cleveland Heights. 

SECTION 4. It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective as 
an emergency measure necessary for the preservation of public peace, health, and safety 
of the inhabitants of the City of Cleveland Heights, such emergency being the need to 
meet the application deadline of October 9, 2024. Wherefore, provided it receives the 
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affirmative vote of five (5) or more of the members elected or appointed to this Council, 
this Resolution shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage; otherwise, 
it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest time allowed by law.

TONY CUDA
President of Council

ADDIE BALESTER
Clerk of Council

PASSED:  

Presented to Mayor: _____       Approved: ________

__________________________________
KAHLIL SEREN
Mayor
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Date:  9/11/2024

To:  Council President Cuda

From:  Brian Iorio, AD Community Development

Subject:  989 Oxford Road – Lead Safe Cuyahoga

Purpose Statement: To request contracting authority for the lead abatement project at 989 
Oxford Road utilizing Lead Safe Cuyahoga Funds. This 12-unit apartment building is going 
through a comprehensive interior renovation.

Is this legislation recurring:  Yes:  No: X

Is emergency language necessary:  Yes:    X  No: 

If yes, why? The County Board of Health has expiring HUD funds that they require to be 
encumbered by September 30, 2024.  The City’s Housing Preservation Office is trying to take 
advantage of the funding opportunity and also minimize the amount of funding that CCBH 
returns to HUD.

Is passage on first reading necessary:  Yes: X  No: 

If yes, why? The County Board of Health has expiring HUD funds that they require to be 
encumbered by September 30, 2024.  

If funding is required, is it already budgeted for?  Yes:   X      No: 

If not already budgeted for, where will funding come from?
NA

Page 22 of 117



Proposed: 09/16/2024

RESOLUTION NO. 177-2024(PSH), First 
Reading

By Mayor Seren

A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with American 
Builders and Applicators, LLC, a certified lead abatement contractor, for the use of Lead 
Safe Cuyahoga (LSC) Grant funds in connection with the abatement of lead-based paint 
hazards at 989 Oxford Road, a 12-unit apartment building; providing compensation 
therefor; and declaring the necessity that this legislation become immediately effective as 
an emergency measure.

WHEREAS, the Lead Safe Cuyahoga Program is a program administered by the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Health (CCBH) through Lead Hazard Reduction Grant 
Program (CFDA 14.900) funding provided by the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development; and

WHEREAS, the 12-unit apartment building, located at 989 Oxford Road, contains 
lead-based paint hazards and is eligible for assistance through the LSC Program; and

WHEREAS, the abatement of lead-based paint hazards in residential structures is 
vital for the health and well-being of all people, particularly for children under the age of 
5; and

WHEREAS, the lowest bidder, American Builders and Applicators, LLC is a 
certified lead abatement contractor and is in good standing with the City of Cleveland 
Heights’ Housing Preservation Office; and

WHEREAS, it would be in the best interest of the City and its residents to provide 
partial funding to assist such a project; and

WHEREAS, there are monies available for such purpose from the Lead Safe 
Cuyahoga Grant Program.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio, that:

SECTION 1. The Mayor be, and he is hereby, authorized to enter into an 
agreement and any related documents with American Builders and Applicators, LLC for 
the abatement of lead-based paint hazards at 989 Oxford Road.  The agreement shall 
provide for funding in the amount of up to one hundred, twenty thousand, eight hundred 
and thirty-five dollars ($120,835) from Lead Safe Cuyahoga Grant funds.  The project to 
be completed by American Builders and Applicators, LLC is set forth in the Bid Request 
Form attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein.  The agreement shall be 
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subject to the approval as to form by the Director of Law.

SECTION 2. Notice of the passage of this Resolution shall be given by publishing 
the title and abstract of its contents, prepared by the Director of Law, once in one 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Cleveland Heights.

SECTION 3. It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective as 
an emergency measure necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 
safety of the inhabitants of the City of Cleveland Heights, such emergency being the need 
to encumber grant funds for the abatement of lead-based paint hazards at 989 Oxford 
Road. Wherefore, provided it receives the affirmative vote of five (5) or more of the 
members elected or appointed to this Council this Resolution shall take effect and be in 
force immediately upon its passage; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from 
and after the earliest time allowed by law.

TONY CUDA
President of Council

ADDIE BALESTER
Clerk of Council

PASSED:  

Presented to Mayor: _____       Approved: ________

__________________________________
KAHLIL SEREN
Mayor
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Date:  9/11/2024

To:  Council President Cuda

From:  Brian Iorio, AD Community Development

Subject:  1681-1683 Lee Road – Lead Safe Cuyahoga

Purpose Statement: To request contracting authority for the lead abatement project at 1681-
1683 Lee Road utilizing Lead Safe Cuyahoga Funds.

Is this legislation recurring:  Yes:  No: X

Is emergency language necessary:  Yes:     X  No: 

If yes, why? The County Board of Health has expiring HUD funds that they require to be 
encumbered by September 30, 2024.  The City’s Housing Preservation Office is trying to take 
advantage of the funding opportunity and also minimize the amount of funding that CCBH 
returns to HUD. 

Is passage on first reading necessary:  Yes: X  No: 

If yes, why? The County Board of Health has expiring HUD funds that they require to be 
encumbered by September 30, 2024.  

If funding is required, is it already budgeted for?  Yes:   X      No: 

If not already budgeted for, where will funding come from?
NA
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Proposed: 09/16/2024

RESOLUTION NO. 178-2024(PSH), First 
Reading

By Mayor Seren

A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with Omega 
Brother, LLC, a certified lead abatement contractor, for the use of Lead Safe Cuyahoga 
(LSC) Grant funds in connection with the abatement of lead-based paint hazards at 1681 
and 1683 Lee Road, a 2-unit house; providing compensation therefor; and declaring the 
necessity that this legislation become immediately effective as an emergency measure.

WHEREAS, the Lead Safe Cuyahoga Program is a program administered by the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Health (CCBH) through Lead Hazard Reduction Grant 
Program (CFDA 14.900) funding provided by the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development; and

WHEREAS, the 2-unit house, located at 1681 and 1683 Lee Road, contains lead-
based paint hazard and, is eligible for assistance through the LSC Program; and

WHEREAS, the abatement of lead-based paint hazards in residential structures is 
vital for the health and well-being of all people, particularly for children under the age of 
5; and

WHEREAS, the lowest bidder, Omega Brothers, LLC is a certified lead abatement 
contractor and is in good standing with the City of Cleveland Heights’ Housing 
Preservation Office; and

WHEREAS, it would be in the best interest of the City and its residents to provide 
partial funding to assist such a project; and

WHEREAS, there are monies available for such purpose from the Lead Safe 
Cuyahoga Grant Program.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio, that:

SECTION 1. The Mayor be, and he is hereby, authorized to enter into an 
agreement and any related documents with Omega Brothers, LLC for the abatement of 
lead-based paint hazards at 1681 and 1683 Lee Road.  The agreement shall provide for 
funding in the amount of up to seventy-nine thousand and ninety dollars ($79,090) from 
Lead Safe Cuyahoga Grant funds.  The project to be completed by Omega Brother, LLC 
is set forth in the Bid Request Form attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein.  
The agreement shall be subject to the approval as to form by the Director of Law.

SECTION 2. Notice of the passage of this Resolution shall be given by publishing 
the title and abstract of its contents, prepared by the Director of Law, once in one 
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newspaper of general circulation in the City of Cleveland Heights.

SECTION 3. It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective as 
an emergency measure necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 
safety of the inhabitants of the City of Cleveland Heights, such emergency being the need 
to encumber grant funds for the abatement of lead-based paint hazards at 1681 and 1683 
Lee Road. Wherefore, provided it receives the affirmative vote of five (5) or more of the 
members elected or appointed to this Council this Resolution shall take effect and be in 
force immediately upon its passage; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from 
and after the earliest time allowed by law.

TONY CUDA
President of Council

ADDIE BALESTER
Clerk of Council

PASSED:  

Presented to Mayor: _____       Approved: ________

__________________________________
KAHLIL SEREN
Mayor
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Date:  9/11/2024

To:  Council President Cuda

From:  Brian Iorio, AD Community Development

Subject:  2201 North Taylor Road – Lead Safe Cuyahoga

Purpose Statement: To request contracting authority for the lead abatement project at 2201 
North Taylor Road utilizing Lead Safe Cuyahoga Funds. This 6-unit mixed use building is also 
going through the Storefront Renovation Program for the commercial units.

Is this legislation recurring:  Yes:  No: X

Is emergency language necessary:  Yes:     X  No: 

If yes, why? The County Board of Health has expiring HUD funds that they require to be 
encumbered by September 30, 2024.  The City’s Housing Preservation Office is trying to take 
advantage of the funding opportunity and also minimize the amount of funding that CCBH 
returns to HUD. 

Is passage on first reading necessary:  Yes: X  No: 

If yes, why? The County Board of Health has expiring HUD funds that they require to be 
encumbered by September 30, 2024.  

If funding is required, is it already budgeted for?  Yes:    X      No: 

If not already budgeted for, where will funding come from?
NA
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Proposed: 09/16/2024

RESOLUTION NO. 179-2024(PSH), First 
Reading

By Mayor Seren

A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with American 
Builders and Applicators, LLC, a certified lead abatement contractor, for the use of Lead 
Safe Cuyahoga (LSC) Grant funds in connection with the abatement of lead-based paint 
hazards at 2201 North Taylor Road, a 6-unit mixed-use building; providing compensation 
therefor; and declaring the necessity that this legislation become immediately effective as 
an emergency measure.

WHEREAS, the Lead Safe Cuyahoga Program is a program administered by the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Health (CCBH) through Lead Hazard Reduction Grant 
Program (CFDA 14.900) funding provided by the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development; and

WHEREAS, the 6-unit mixed-use building, located at 2201 North Taylor Road, 
contains lead-based paint hazards and is eligible for assistance through the LSC 
Program; and

WHEREAS, the abatement of lead-based paint hazards in residential structures is 
vital for the health and well-being of all people, particularly for children under the age of 
5; and

WHEREAS, the lowest bidder, American Builders and Applicators, LLC is a 
certified lead abatement contractor and is in good standing with the City of Cleveland 
Heights’ Housing Preservation Office; and

WHEREAS, it would be in the best interest of the City and its residents to provide 
partial funding to assist such a project; and

WHEREAS, there are monies available for such purpose from the Lead Safe 
Cuyahoga Grant Program.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio, that:

SECTION 1. The Mayor be, and he is hereby, authorized to enter into an 
agreement and any related documents with American Builders and Applicators, LLC for 
the abatement of lead-based paint hazards at 2201 North Taylor Road.  The agreement 
shall provide for funding in the amount of up to sixty-two thousand, six hundred and forty-
five dollars ($62,645) from Lead Safe Cuyahoga Grant funds.  The project to be 
completed by American Builders and Applicators, LLC is set forth in the Bid Request Form 
attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein.  The agreement shall be subject 
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to the approval as to form by the Director of Law.

SECTION 2. Notice of the passage of this Resolution shall be given by publishing 
the title and abstract of its contents, prepared by the Director of Law, once in one 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Cleveland Heights.

SECTION 3. It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective as 
an emergency measure necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 
safety of the inhabitants of the City of Cleveland Heights, such emergency being the need 
to encumber grant funds for the abatement of lead-based paint hazards at 2201 North 
Taylor Road. Wherefore, provided it receives the affirmative vote of five (5) or more of the 
members elected or appointed to this Council this Resolution shall take effect and be in 
force immediately upon its passage; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from 
and after the earliest time allowed by law.

TONY CUDA
President of Council

ADDIE BALESTER
Clerk of Council

PASSED:  

Presented to Mayor: _____       Approved: ________

__________________________________
KAHLIL SEREN
Mayor
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Date:  9/11/2024

To:  Council President Cuda

From:  Brian Iorio, AD Community Development

Subject:  Lead Poisoning and Prevention Subsidy Agreement

Purpose Statement: The Housing Preservation Office (HPO) is requesting contract authority to 
extend a previously approved contract until September 30, 2024. This contract extension will 
allow the City to take advantage of expiring funds that the Cuyahoga County Board of Health 
has for lead remediation.

Is this legislation recurring:  Yes:  No: X

Is emergency language necessary:  Yes:    X  No: 

If yes, why? The County Board of Health has expiring HUD funds that they require to be 
encumbered by September 30, 2024.  The City’s Housing Preservation Office is trying to take 
advantage of the funding opportunity and also minimize the amount of funding that CCBH 
returns to HUD. 

Is passage on first reading necessary:  Yes: X  No: 

If yes, why? The County Board of Health has expiring HUD funds that they require to be 
encumbered by September 30, 2024.  

If funding is required, is it already budgeted for?  Yes:   X     No: 

If not already budgeted for, where will funding come from?
NA
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Proposed: 09/16/2024

RESOLUTION NO. 180-2024(PSH), First 
Reading

By Mayor Seren

A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into an amendment to an agreement 
with the Cuyahoga County Board of Health that funds lead remediation work on 
residential properties for the purpose of extending the term of said agreement; and 
declaring the necessity that this legislation become immediately effective as an 
emergency measure. 

WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Board of Health (“CCBH”) has established a 
program funding source entitled Lead Poisoning Prevention Subsidy (“LPPS”) for the 
purpose of reducing exposure to lead in existing homes in the Board’s jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 179-2022, this Council authorized the Mayor to 
enter into an agreement with CCBH dated March 31, 2020, to accept an award in the 
sum of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) (“Agreement”) for this purpose; 
and 

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 126-2023, this Council authorized the Mayor to 
enter into Written Addendum No. 1, dated September 5, 2023, of that agreement with 
CCBH that extended the term of the through September 30, 2024 (“First Addendum”) 

WHEREAS, the parties desire to extend the term of the agreement for an 
additional year by entering into another addendum (“Second Addendum”; collectively 
“Agreement”). 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio, that:

SECTION 1. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute a Second Addendum to 
the agreement with CCBH dated March 31, 2020, to extend the end date of the 
Agreement from September 30, 2024, through September 30, 2025, and to accept any 
additional funding that has or may become available while the Agreement remains in 
effect for the purposes expressed therein. All remaining terms of the Agreement not 
inconsistent herewith shall remain in full force and effect. 

SECTION 2. Notice of the passage of this Resolution shall be given by publishing 
the title and abstract of its contents, prepared by the Director of Law, once in one 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Cleveland Heights. 

SECTION 3. It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective as 
an emergency measure necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health, and 
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safety of the inhabitants of the City of Cleveland Heights, such emergency being the need 
to meet CCBH Program deadlines. Wherefore, provided it receives the affirmative vote of 
five (5) or more of the members elected or appointed to this Council, this Resolution shall 
take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage; otherwise, it shall take effect 
and be in force from and after the earliest time allowed by law.

TONY CUDA
President of Council

ADDIE BALESTER
Clerk of Council

PASSED:  

Presented to Mayor: _____       Approved: ________

__________________________________
KAHLIL SEREN
Mayor
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Proposed: 09/16/2024

RESOLUTION NO. 181-2024(COTW), First 
Reading

By President Cuda, Vice President Russell, 
Councilmember Cobb, Councilmember Petras, 
Councilmember Mattox, Councilmember 
Larson, and Councilmember Posch

A Resolution encouraging Heights Libraries to work toward a solution that 
transfers ownership of the P.E.A.C.E Campus Building at 2843 Washington Blvd, 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 to Coventry PEACE, Inc; and declaring the necessity that 
this legislation become immediately effective as an emergency measure.

WHEREAS, the City of Cleveland Heights recognizes the importance of a thriving 
arts community, which is vital to the City's identity and economy and the overall quality 
of life for residents; and

WHEREAS, the City of Cleveland Heights appreciates the ongoing efforts of both 
Heights Libraries and Coventry PEACE, Inc to enhance our community’s cultural and 
artistic landscape; and

WHEREAS, the City of Cleveland Heights deeply values the contributions of 
Heights Libraries, which has been an anchor of our community for over 100 years; and

WHEREAS, the Cleveland Heights-University Heights School District transferred 
ownership of the old Coventry Elementary School, located at 2843 Washington Blvd, 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 and commonly known as the Coventry PEACE Campus, 
to Heights Libraries in 2018; and

WHEREAS, the Coventry PEACE Campus has become a cherished community 
asset and vibrant hub for arts and culture in Cleveland Heights, offering diverse 
programming that enriches the lives of residents of all ages, backgrounds, and interests; 
and

WHEREAS, the transfer of ownership of the Coventry PEACE Campus from 
Heights Libraries to Coventry PEACE, Inc. would ensure the continued use of the 
building as a space dedicated to arts, culture, and community activities.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS THAT:

SECTION 1. This Council hereby recognizes and commends Heights Libraries 
for its commitment to our community.
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SECTION 2. This Council hereby recognizes and commends Coventry PEACE, 
Inc for its dedication to supporting the arts community.

SECTION 3. This Council emphasizes the importance of preserving spaces for 
the arts in Cleveland Heights.

SECTION 4. This Council encourages Heights Libraries to work toward a solution 
that transfers ownership of the building located at 2843 Washington Blvd, Cleveland 
Heights, OH 44118 to Coventry PEACE, Inc.

SECTION 5. The Clerk of Council is hereby directed to send a copy of this 
Resolution to the Board of Heights Libraries and Coventry PEACE, Inc

SECTION 6. Notice of the passage of this Resolution shall be given by publishing 
the title and abstract of its contents, prepared by the Director of Law, once in one 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Cleveland Heights. 

SECTION 7. It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective as 
an emergency measure necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 
safety of the inhabitants of the City of Cleveland Heights, such emergency being the 
need to promptly encourage Heights Libraries. Wherefore, provided it receives the 
affirmative vote of five or more of the members elected or appointed to this Council, this 
Resolution shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage; otherwise, it 
shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest time allowed by law.

TONY CUDA
President of Council

ADDIE BALESTER
Clerk of Council
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PASSED:  

Presented to Mayor: _____       Approved: ________

__________________________________
KAHLIL SEREN
Mayor
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Proposed: 09/16/2024

RESOLUTION NO. 182-2024(COTW), First 
Reading

By President Cuda, Vice President Russell, 
Councilmember Cobb, Councilmember Mattox, 
Councilmember Larson, Councilmember 
Petras, and Councilmember Posch

A Resolution providing for a contribution of up to Four Thousand Dollars in 
support of the 2024 Cleveland Heights Happy 5K, 10K, and Fun Run; and declaring the 
necessity that this legislation become immediately effective as an emergency measure.

WHEREAS, the 9th annual Happy 5K, 10K, and Fun Run will be held on Sunday, 
October 6, 2024, with proceeds supporting the Cleveland Heights Youth Scholarship 
Fund/Youth Recreation Donation Fund, which was established in 2009 by Ordinance 
50-2009; and

WHEREAS, historically, the Happy 5K, 10K and Fun Run event has been the 
largest generator of donations for the Youth Scholarship Fund/Youth Recreation 
Donation Fund; and

WHEREAS, this Council would like to support the event with a contribution of up 
to $4,000 to cover various related expenses including table and chair rentals, a face 
painter, balloon artist and a band, to be paid for up front by the Cedar Lee Special 
Improvement District with the understanding that it will be reimbursed up to $4,000.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio, that:

SECTION 1. This Council hereby allocates the sum of up to Four Thousand 
Dollars ($4,000.00) and authorizes the contribution of such amount from unencumbered 
general funds to the Cedar-Lee Special Improvement District as reimbursement for 
some costs of the 5K, 10K and Fun Run, upon receipt of a written request for same and 
such reasonable evidence of expenses as the Director of Finance may require.

SECTION 2. Notice of passage of this Resolution shall be given by publishing the 
title and abstract of its contents, prepared by the Director of Law, once in one 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Cleveland Heights.

SECTION 3.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 
as an emergency measure for the preservation of the public peace, health, and safety of 
the inhabitants of the City of Cleveland Heights, such emergency being the need to 
make the contribution on a timely basis.  Wherefore, provided it receives the affirmative 
vote of five (5) or more of the members elected or appointed to this Council, this 
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Resolution shall take effect and become immediately effective upon its passage; 
otherwise it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest time allowed by 
law.

________________________________
TONY CUDA
President of Council

________________________________
ADDIE BALESTER
Clerk of Council

PASSED:  

Presented to Mayor:  ____________ Approved:  

________________________________
KAHLIL SEREN
Mayor
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Proposed: 09/16/2024

ORDINANCE NO. 183-2024(COTW), First 
Reading

By Councilmember Posch

An Ordinance authorizing and directing the Mayor to execute an engagement 
letter with the law firm Singerman, Mills, Desberg & Kauntz to provide legal counsel for 
Councilmember James Posch; and declaring the necessity that this legislation become 
immediately effective as an emergency measure.

WHEREAS, the City has initiated an investigation into potential violations of the 
Open Meetings Act by the City Council; and

WHEREAS, Councilmember Posch has requested that the City provide him with 
legal counsel in connection with the investigation by engaging the law firm of 
Singerman, Mills, Desberg & Kauntz, specifically attorney Stephen L. Byron, to 
represent him.  

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cleveland Heights, Ohio that:

SECTION 1.  The Mayor shall be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to 
execute an engagement letter with the law firm of Singerman, Mills, Desberg & Kauntz 
to provide legal services for Councilmember James Posch in connection with the above-
referenced investigation, substantially in accordance with the proposal attached hereto 
as Exhibit A and signed by attorney Stephen Byron.

SECTION 2.  The expenditure of funds for the engagement of Mr. Byron and the 
Singerman law firm as described in Section 1 is hereby found, determined and declared 
to be for a proper public purpose.

SECTION 3.  That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this 
Council concerning and related to the passage of this Ordinance were adopted in an 
open meeting of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal actions were in meetings open to the public, in 
compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised 
Code.

SECTION 4. It is necessary that this Ordinance become immediately effective as 
an emergency measure necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health, 
safety, and welfare of the citizens of the City of Cleveland Heights, such emergency 
being the necessity to retain outside counsel to assist Councilmember Posch in 
cooperating with the investigation at the earliest possible time. Wherefore, provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of five (5) or more members elected or appointed to this 
Council, this Ordinance shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage; 
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otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest time allowed by 
law. 

TONY CUDA
President of Council

ADDIE BALESTER
Clerk of Council

PASSED:  

Presented to Mayor: _____       Approved: ________

__________________________________
KAHLIL SEREN
Mayor
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Proposed: 09/16/2024

RESOLUTION NO. 184-2024(CRR), First 
Reading

By Mayor Seren

A Resolution recognizing October, 2024 as National Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month; October 13, 2024 as Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness Day; and October 18, 
2024, as National Mammography Day; and declaring the necessity that this legislation 
become immediately effective as an emergency measure.

WHEREAS, the American Cancer Society estimates that in 2023 about 310,720 
new cases of breast cancer and will be diagnosed in women, and 2,790 cases in men, 
and that about 42,250 women and 530 men will die from the disease; and

WHEREAS, early detection and prompt treatment can significantly reduce 
suffering and deaths caused by this disease; and

WHEREAS, mammography is recognized as the single most effective method of 
detecting breast changes that may be cancerous long before physical symptoms can be 
seen or felt; and

WHEREAS, metastatic breast cancer refers to a condition in which stage IV breast 
cancer cells travel from the breast, either through the bloodstream or the lymphatic 
system, to other parts of the body, including the bones, liver, lungs, or brain, and continue 
to grow in their new location; and 

WHEREAS, in 1997 the United States Conference of Mayors launched a Mayors’ 
Campaign Against Breast Cancer, joining in the promotion of Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month and National Mammography Day; and

WHEREAS, in 2009 the United States Senate and House of Representatives 
passed Resolutions to designate the first National Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness 
Day.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio, that:

SECTION 1.  This Council hereby proclaims October 2024, National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month; October 13, 2024, Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness Day; 
and October 18, 2024, National Mammography Day; and urges women and men in the 
community of all ages to learn about screening and mammography and to seek 
appropriate services.
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SECTION 2.  Notice of the passage of this Resolution shall be given by publishing 
the title and abstract of its contents, prepared by the Director of Law, once in one 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Cleveland Heights.

SECTION 3.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 
as an emergency measure necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 
safety of the inhabitants of the City of Cleveland Heights, such emergency being the need 
to recognize national breast cancer awareness month on a timely basis.  Wherefore, 
provided it receives the affirmative vote of five (5) or more of the members elected or 
appointed to this Council, this Resolution shall take effect and be in force immediately 
upon its passage; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest 
time allowed by law.

TONY CUDA
President of Council

ADDIE BALESTER
Clerk of Council

PASSED:  

Presented to Mayor: _____       Approved: ________

__________________________________
KAHLIL SEREN
Mayor
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Proposed: 09/16/2024

RESOLUTION NO. 185-2024(CRR), First 
Reading

By Mayor Seren

A Resolution recognizing October 2024 as Domestic Violence Awareness Month; 
and declaring the necessity that this legislation become immediately effective as an 
emergency measure.

WHEREAS, one in four women and a smaller, although significant, number of men 
will experience domestic violence in their lifetime; and

WHEREAS, children who witness domestic violence are much more likely to abuse 
their future partners or children; and

WHEREAS, domestic violence can happen to anyone regardless of gender, 
income, ethnicity, race, religion, age, or sexual orientation and/or identity; and

WHEREAS, locally, the Domestic Violence & Child Advocacy Center has provided 
services to victims of domestic violence for forty years; and

WHEREAS, the mission of the Domestic Violence & Child Advocacy Center is to 
empower individuals, promote justice, and mobilize the community so that all persons are 
free from violence and abuse in their homes; and

WHEREAS, the City of Cleveland Heights has been in the forefront of the fight 
against domestic violence, with its Police Department and Prosecutor being routinely 
commended for their aggressive, but fair, enforcement of domestic violence laws.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio, that:

SECTION 1.  This Council hereby proclaims October 2024 as Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month and urges all of its residents to educate themselves on the issues and 
to encourage and support victims of domestic violence and child abuse.

SECTION 2.  Notice of the passage of this Resolution shall be given by publishing 
the title and abstract of its content, prepared by the Director of Law, once in one 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Cleveland Heights.

SECTION 3.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 
as an emergency measure necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 
safety of the inhabitants of the City of Cleveland Heights, such emergency being the need 
to recognize Domestic Violence Awareness Month on a timely basis.  Wherefore, 
provided it receives the affirmative vote of five (5) or more of the members elected or 
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appointed to this Council, this Resolution shall take effect and be in force immediately 
upon its passage; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest 
time allowed by law.

TONY CUDA
President of Council

ADDIE BALESTER
Clerk of Council

PASSED:  

Presented to Mayor: _____       Approved: ________

__________________________________
KAHLIL SEREN
Mayor
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Proposed: 09/16/2024

RESOLUTION NO. 186-2024(CRR), First 
Reading

By Mayor Seren

A Resolution recognizing October 11, 2024 as National Coming Out Day; and 
declaring the necessity that this legislation become immediately effective as an 
emergency measure.

WHEREAS, the City of Cleveland heights historically has been a community that 
values and seeks diversity in its residents; and

WHEREAS, National Coming Out Day is an annual observance dedicated to 
celebrating and supporting individuals in the LGBTQ+ community as they share their 
authentic selves with the world; and

WHEREAS, founded on October 11, 1988, by Robert Eichberg and Jean O’Leary, 
National Coming Out Day commemorates the anniversary of the National March on 
Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights which took place in 1987; and

WHEREAS, it is a day of celebration and empowerment, and aims to raise 
awareness about the importance of coming out, challenge stereotypes and prejudices, 
and promote acceptance and inclusion; and

WHEREAS, the City of Cleveland Heights is committed to equal rights for all 
Americans and is therefore proud to support all those committed to justice and equality 
in a crusade to outlaw discriminatory laws and practices and to protect LGBTQ+ 
communities from prejudice and persecution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio, that:

SECTION 1.  This Council hereby proclaims October 11, 2024 as National 
Coming Out Day and urges all of its residents to participate by celebrating openness, 
sharing their stories, advocating for LGBTQ+ rights, offering support to individuals who 
are considering coming out or who have recently come out, and show your solidarity by 
wearing rainbow-colored clothing or accessories.

SECTION 2.  Notice of the passage of this Resolution shall be given by publishing 
the title and abstract of its content, prepared by the Director of Law, once in one 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Cleveland Heights.

SECTION 3.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 
as an emergency measure necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 
safety of the inhabitants of the City of Cleveland Heights, such emergency being the need 
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to recognize National Coming Out Day on a timely basis. Wherefore, provided it receives 
the affirmative vote of five (5) or more of the members elected or appointed to this Council, 
this Resolution shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage; otherwise, 
it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest time allowed by law.

TONY CUDA
President of Council

ADDIE BALESTER
Clerk of Council

PASSED:  

Presented to Mayor: _____       Approved: ________

__________________________________
KAHLIL SEREN
Mayor
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